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I. Basis of the report 

and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendment (r2^^ mi 6 and m 1^ 



Description, Pages 

"^"5 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

"^•"•O as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

^^^^ as originally filed 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the puiposes of the international seatoh (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Rul^^5.2^lnXV5'^^^^^^^ ^"''"'^''^^ °' international preliminary examination (under 

»n»ir^?r^^^^^^ application, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

° Sfn^Srien'^ltehS"™^ "^"^ '"^ " «> «« w*.en sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.r 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). ^ • 

^^%ltf'^^^^ ^^^^^ coma/n/ng such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



^' S«««n«ln?i^^^^ Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting sucii statement KFi»*-«"iii^y, 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicabi% (lA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-10 

1-10 
1-10 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty. Inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The examination is Iseing carried out on the following application documents: 

Description, pages: 

1-5 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-10 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

^/3^3/3 as originally filed 

The following documents are referred to In this communication; the numbering will be ad- 
hered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: US-B-6181681 
D2: US-A-2001 0055274 

1 . The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because 
claims 1, 6 and 10 are not clear and concise. 

1 .1 . There Is no support In the description for present claim 1 . According to the description, 
page 4, lines 6-26, and figure 3, it Is first checked whether the frame contains a multicast 
group management message and only then the - potentially modified - frame Is delivered 
to an Internal bridge module. This means that there Is no support for step (b) of the method 
of claim 1 . 

1.2. Claim 6 Includes all the features of claim 10. Hence, claim 6 should be refomiulated 
as a claim dependent on claim 1 0. 
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2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claims 1, 6 and 10 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3) PCT. 

2.1. The document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

a method for routing data pacl<ets in a routing device, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a frame from a device (col. 2, 1. 55-58); 

(b) checking whether the frame contains a multicast group management message 
(IGMP packet) and in the affirmative, forwarding the frame to an intemal multicast 
group management module (microprocessor) (col. 7, 1. 8-13), and in the negative, 
fonwarding the frame to an intemal bridge module; 

from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that the fonA^arding of the multicast group 
management frame to the intemal multicast group management module takes place by 
creating a new frame comprising as destination address the address of an intemal 
multicast group management module and as payload at least the multicast management 
data of the received frame, and fonA/arding this new frame to the intemal bridge module. 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as how to 
fonfl/ard a multicast group management message to an intemal multicast group 
management module via an intemal bridge module (as mentioned by the applicant on page 
2, line 5-11). 

The above-mentioned solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be 
considered as involving an inventive step, since it can be considered as a matter of normal 
design to the skilled person to create a new frame, based on an initial frame, with as 
destination address the address of an intemal module (see for example document D2 
(claim 22: "copy (...) to said minor port")). 

2.2. Following a reasoning con-esponding to the one given regarding the subject-matter of 
method claim 1 , the subject-matter of corresponding routing device claim 6 and switch 
circuit claim 10 of the present application cannot be considered as involving an inventive 
step. 
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3, Dependent clainns 2-5 and 7-9 do not contain any features which, in connbination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, nneet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of inventive step, the reasons being as follows. 

3.1 . Refem'ng to claims 2 and 7, the first network being an Ethernet network, and the steps 
of the method being executed by an Ethemet switch is known from D1 (col. 8, 1. 18-20). 

3.2. Referring to claims 3 and 8, the insertion of a port identifier into a frame is a slight 
constructional detail which comes within the scope of the customary practice followed by 
persons skilled in the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can be readily 
contemplated in advance. 

3.3. Referring to claims 4 and 9, the multicast group management message being an IGMP 
message is known from D1 (col. 7, 1. 8). 

3.4. Referring to claim 5, the multicast group management module updating its multicast 
group information upon reception of a new frame is known from D1 (col. 7, 1. 15-17). 

4. Furthermore the following is noted: 

4.1 . The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

4.2. Independent claims are not in the two-part form vis-^-vis the closest prior art D1 in 
accordance with Rule 6.3(b) PCT. 
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